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 Poem 2 – The Laburnum Top 

By Ted Hughes 

About the Poet 

Ted Hughes, byname of Edward J. Hughes, (born August 17, 1930, Mytholmroyd, Yorkshire, 

England—died October 28, 1998, London), English poet whose most characteristic verse is 

without sentimentality, emphasizing the cunning and savagery of animal life in harsh, 

sometimes disjunctive lines. 

In 1956 he married the American poet Sylvia Plath. The couple moved to the United States in 

1957, the year that his first volume of verse, The Hawk in the Rain, was published. Other works 

soon followed.  

Hughes wrote many books for children, notably The Iron Man (1968; also published as The 

Iron Giant; film 1999. A selection of his poems concerning animal life was published as A Ted 

Hughes Bestiary (2014). In 1984 Hughes was appointed Britain’s poet laureate. 

Introduction to the Poem 

The poem ‘The Laburnum Top’ is written by Ted Hughes. It is about a repaying relationship 

between the Laburnum tree and the Goldfinch bird. The tree is yellow, silent and death-like and 

is made alive by the bird and her young ones. The yellow bird has her shelter on the tree where 

she feeds her young ones. But as soon as the bird leaves to fly in the sky, the tree becomes silent 

and death-like again. 

Summary 

The poem starts with a description of the Laburnum tree whose top was still and silent. Its 

leaves had turned yellow and seeds had fallen down. It was a daytime in the month of 

September when the tree was standing still and death-like. 

The life-less tree becomes alive by the arrival of the Goldfinch bird. She came to feed her 

younger ones who are on the thickness of the branch. The tree is her shelter. She arrives at the 

end of the branch with the chirping sound. She further moves to the other side of the branch 

with rapid and precautionary movement like a lizard. As soon as she arrives, her younger ones 

start chirping like a machine and vibrating and flapping their wings. The death-like tree 

becomes alive and it trembles and shakes. 

After feeding them, she flies to the other side of the branch. Her dark coloured face with the 

yellow body was barely visible as she vanished behind the yellow leaves. She flew away in the 

sky, leaving the tree death-like again.  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/August
https://www.britannica.com/place/Yorkshire-former-county-England
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sylvia-Plath
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Hawk-in-the-Rain
https://www.britannica.com/art/poet-laureate

