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1. Read the given passage carefully:                                                                                                           [ 5 Marks]
                                                              The Mentally Sick Need to be Loved
Clothed in trappings of the 21-st century India tends to be medieval at times.

The way the mentally challenged are dealt with in this country is a case of concern. Barring a couple of hundreds, the 100 million or so such mentally ill people are treated worse than criminals—confined to hospitals, sometimes chained to their beds and usually forgotten even by their close relatives. They get little care or comfort in the 40-odd Government asylums. Most patients never seem to leave the hospitals, because their families refuse to take them back. Forgotten and forlorn, the ailing men and women place an enormous burden on the abysmally small number of doctors and nurses. There are just 4000 clinical psychologists in India, 3,500 psychiatrists, 900 psychiatric nurses and 1000 psychiatric social workers. The problem is far too complex to be tackled by funds alone. The human brain still is the least understood part of the body. With a medical fraternity still trying to comprehend the mind better, the primeval fear of the unknown extends beyond the hospital wards to the streets, where the tendency is to run away from mentally sick men and women or worse still, throw a few stones at them much like the way those with leprosy were treated in the Middle Ages or the victims of AIDS till the other day.

The sad fact is that most of us do not even know the first symptoms of it, which can be as innocuous as lethargy, insomnia, lack of appetite, lack of clarity of thought or just plain unhappiness. The solution clearly lies in education. Teachers can spread valuable knowledge among the young. Obviously, there is a pressing need for this kind of service: otherwise, why would hundreds of mentally ill people languish in virtual 'prisons' or be placed at the mercy of 'magicians' and 'soothsayers' who literally torture the sick and subject them to ritual beatings? (319 words)                                                                                                                  Source — The Hindu
On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following questions by ticking the correct option.
(a) The mentally challenged in the country are dealt with…………………………………………………….. . 


i. concern

ii. compassion

iii. pity

iv. complete disregard
(b) The families of the mentally challenged are also to blame as…………………………………………….. . 


i. they reject them completely

ii. they don't take them to good doctors

iii. they don't realize the seriousness of their illness

iv. they tie them to the beds
(c) The mentally challenged are treated shabbily by the society because……………………………………. . 


i. people are scared of them

ii. people shun them

iii. people don't want to spend on them

iv. they feel they will be infected
(d) The most important factor that can help the detection of early symptoms is...................................... . 

i. good medical facilities

ii. good relatives

iii. good education

iv. good soothsayers
(a) Another word for 'forlorn' is


i. sick

ii. mad

iii. lonely

iv. happy
