0. P. JINDAL SCHOOL, SAVITRI NAGAR

PRE-BOARD EXAMINATION, 2024-25
ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE (184)

Roll No L] l l J | f ‘ l Class: X
Maximum marks: 80 Time Allowed: 03 Hours
General instructions:
1. All the questions are compulsory.
2. Attempt the questions based on specific instructions for each part.
3. The question paper contains THREE sections:
SECTION A — READING 20 MARKS
SECTION B- GRAMMAR & CREATIVE WRITING 20 MARKS
SECTION C— LITERATURE 40 MIARKS
4. All answer must be correctly numbered as in the guestion paper and written in the answer sheet provided

Strictly adhere to the word limit.

15- Minute prior reading time allotted for Q-paper reading. ]

SECTION- A : READING SKILL 20 MARKS

Read the passage given below. 10

All along a 450-mile stretch of west coast America is the home of the tallest trees in the world. Once, in this
narrow hinterland of the Pacific coast, from central California to southern Oregon, were two million acres of
these trees, the Coast Redwood. Today there are just a few hundred acres of them in Redwood Belt's
scattering of State Parks, protected forest reserves amidst which are stands of the giants.

About 25 miles due south of San Jose and the heart of Silicon Valley is one of the smaller of these stands, just
40 acres in the midst of the 4650-acre Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park. And there | found myself one
morning not so long ago peering up to spot the tops of trees that seemed to be touching the skies. All | got was
a crick in the neck. A tip for other Escapists': Stick to looking at the thick and rough-barked trunks,

But even looking at a trunk when you try to grab a view of The Giant's trunk from close can be quite a
challenge. The Giant, the star of the Park, has a trunk with a circumference of over 50 feet and a diameter of
17 feet. Maybe you can, but | couldn't take it all in. Nor could | come anywhere near taking in the whole 275
feet of the Giant's height. Once the tallest Redwood, it lost its title when a storm several years ago knocked
down 75 feet of its top to bring it to its present height. But it'll need the mother of all storms for its record of
being the oldest tree in the park estimated 2000-plus years to be knocked down. You wonder at such a giant
growing from a tiny seed; 100,000 seeds to a pound will give you an idea of how tiny!

You wonder too about the marvel of a root system that sinks only six to twelve feet holding up such giants till
the Range you are talking to explain that the roots spread laterally and intertwine with the roots of other
Redwoods to create a carpet.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the question given below. 1%10
i The Redwood forests are protected because:
a) they are very old c) they are worth a visit 1
b) they deserve the status of National Parks d) all of the above
ii | The Giant's height once was i
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a) 265 feet c) 275 feet
b) 250 feet d) 270 feet

The tallest trees in the world are spread over a stretch of West Coast America.
a) 450 mile c) 465 mile ik
b) 275 mile d) 550 mile
The Giant has a trunk with a circumference of over and a diameter of
a) 45 feet, 17 feet c) 50 feet, 17 feet 1
h) 17 feet, 50 feet d) 17 feet, 45 feet
rv One wonders at such a giant growing from a tiny
a) seed c) area 1
b) park d) tree
vi | Find the word from the passage which means the same as to be filled with wonder.
a) ordinary c) depreciate 1
b) marvel d) prosaic

vii | Where is the Coast Redwood found?
a) Mexico c) Central California 1
b) Chicago d) Texas 8/19

viii | Root size to holding up such giant trees:
a) 8 to 20 ft. c) 6to 15 ft. 1
b) 10 to 20 ft. d)6to 12 ft.

ix | Synonyms of word giant:

a) miniature c) tidily 1
b) mammoth d) minuscule

% | About due south of San Jose and the heart of Silicon Valley is one of the smaller of these
stands
a) 20 miles c) 28 miles 1
b) 30 miles d) 25 miles

Il | Read the passage given below. 10

1 | The National Disaster Management Authority has recently released guidelines on the management of urban
flooding. It clearly states that urban flooding should be treated as a separate disaster as the causes of urban
flooding and the strategies to deal with them are different.

2 | Even though urban flooding has been experienced for decades in India sufficient attention was not given to
plan specific efforts to deal with it holistically. In the past, any strategy on Flood Disaster Management largely
focused on riverine floods affecting large tracts of rural areas. 3. Urban Flooding is significantly different from
rural flooding as urbanization leads to developed catchments which increases the flood peaks by up to 8 times
and flood volumes up to 6 times. Consequently, flooding occurs very quickly due to faster flow times,
sometimes in matter of minutes.

3 | Urban areas are centers of economic activities with vital infrastructure which needs to be protected 24 x 7. In
most of the cities, damage to vital infrastructure has a bearing not only locally but could even have global
implications. Urban areas are also densely populated and people living in vulnerable areas, both rich and poor,
suffer due to flooding. It has sometimes resulted in loss of life, damage to property and disruptions in transport
and power bringing life to a grinding halt causing untold misery and hardships. Even the secondary effects of

B subsequent epidemics and exposure to infection often takes further toll in terms of loss of livelihood, human
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suffering, and, in extreme cases, loss of life. Therefore, management of urban flooding has to be accorded top

priority.

There has been an increasing trend of urban flood disasters in India over the past several years. Almost every

major city in India has been severely affected. Mumbai floods of July 2005 turned out to be an eye opener. The

deluge of rains in the catchment areas of the Yamuna during August and September in 2010 has inundated

many villages and towns of Haryana, besides threatening the low- lying areas of the Delhi, the national capital.

The fury of floods did not spare many areas of Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Storm Water Drainage systems

in the past were designed for a rainfall intensity of 12-20 mm/h. However, we have been experiencing rainfall
of higher intensities in most of our cities every year, which overwhelm the SWD system. Moreover, the systems
very often do not work to the designed capacities because of encroachments, dumping of solid waste and poor

operations and maintenance. 8. Improper disposal of solid waste, including domestic, commercial and

industrial waste and dumping of construction debris into the drains also contributes significantly to reducing

their capacities. Everybody is responsible for this.

Encroachments are a major problem in many cities and towns all over the country. With large scale

encroachments on the natural drains and in the floodplains, the capacity of the natural drain has decreased,

resulting in flooding even with lower intensities of rainfall.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the question given below.

10

Urban flooding is to be treated as a separate disaster because.............

(a) the problems of urban areas are unique
(b) urban areas get flooded easily

(c) the causes of urban flooding are different
(d) urban and riverine flooding are similar

Urban flooding occurs very quickly as.......ccceeeeee.
(a) the drainage is usually blocked

(b) storm water drainage is poor

(c) encroachments obstruct flow of water

(d) developed catchments increase faster flow times

Urban areas need a round the clock vigil because.........ccceeeuu....
(a) they are centers of economic activities with vital infrastructure
(b) they are the hubs of commerce and industry

(c) they contain educational institutions and hospitals

(d) they provide rail/road links to the rural areas

Life comes to a grinding halt in a flooded urban center as......ccccennen.

(a) people are vulnerable to deep water flowing fast
(b) transport and power are disrupted

(c) there is a loss of life and damage to property

(d) people face hardships and untold misery

Encroachment on natural drains intensifies flooding because...........

(a) these divert the flow of water
(b) these cause whirls and speed up flow
(c) these decrease the capacity of drain

(d) these obstruct the smooth flow of water

vi

The word 'overwhelm' in para-4 means.........cccccveenens
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(a) stunned 1
(b) flooded

(c) overpowered
(d) defeated

vii | Which factor contributes significantly to reducing SWD capacities?
(a) improper disposal of solid waste 1
(b) inadequate disposal of domestic, commercial and industrial waste
(c) dumping of construction debris into the drains

(d) all of these

viii | How does flood in urban areas affect life?
(a) Both rich and poor, suffer due to flooding. 1
(b) The flood disrupts transport, power causing untold misery and hardships.
(c) damage to vital infrastructure

(d) none of these

ix | What is the main cause of intensifying floods in- urban areas?
(a) Encroachment on natural drains is the main cause of intensifying floods in urban areas. 1
{(b) Dumping of solid waste and poor operations and maintenance.

(c) urbanization leads to developed catchments which increases the flood peaks
(d) all of these

x | How is urban flooding different to rural flooding?
(a) Urban areas are also densely populated and people living in vulnerable areas 1
(b) Urbanization leads to developed catchments which increases the flood peaks
(c)In urban areas flooding occurs very quickly due to faster flow times.

(d) None of these

SECTION -B : GRAMMAR 10
lIl | Attempt any ten of the given questions. 1x10
| Fillin the blank using the correct form of the word in the bracket, for given portion of a letter.
Dear sir, 1
This is with reference to committee’s letter of recommendation that (highlight) the

nominations for ‘Safe Residential Area’ award for this current year.

ii | Identify the error in the given sentence and supply the correction.
“Sakuntala was a daughter of sage Viswakarma and Menaka

Error Correction 1

iii | Read the conversation between teacher and student. Complete the sentence by reporting the
students reply correctly.

Teacher: do you feel comfortable in this new set up? 1
Student: yes, | feel completely comfortable.

The teacher asked the student if he felt comfortable in that new set up. To this the student affirmed _

iv | Complete the given sentence by filling in the blank with the correct option:
| have Lakshya for the past twelve years.

(a) know

(b) knew 1
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(c) known
(d) knows
v | Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line.
Genius does what it must, and talent does what it
(a) can 1
(b) would
(c) may
(d) should
vi | Complete the given sentence by filling in the blank with the correct option:

Either of the two candidates suitable for today’s programme.
(a)is 1
(b) are
(c) was
(d) were

vii Fill in the blanks with suitable option of modals.
S enter his room in his absence.
(a) should !
(b) must
(c) daren't
(d) can

viii | Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct option, to complete sentence.
Complete the following sentences with the verb that most appropriately denotes the tense
I the book ‘A Thousand Splendid Suns’.
(a) read 4
(b) reads
(c) will read
(d) shall read

1x Fill the gaps by choosing proper words to complete the sentence.
lama___ fan of MSD. Heisthe ___ cricket player in the world.
(a) bigger/greater 1
{b) big /great
(c) biggest/greatest
(d) big/greatest

X Last week a child was not allowed to board the plane at Ranchi airport.

Error Correction 1

xi Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct option, to complete a line from an article on depression.
According to the prevailing rate, two dozen rupees one hundred.
a. Costs *
b. cost
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C. costing
d. costed

xii | Rachel said, “Do you want some more sweets”
Reported speech:
a) My friend asked me if | want some more sweets.
b) My friend asked me if | wanted some more sweets. 1
c) My friend asked me that | wanted some more sweets.
d) My friend said to me if | wanted some more sweets.

v SECTION —B : CREATIVE WRITING SKILL 10

i Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below. 5

1A | You are Renuka living at 57, Ashok Nagar, Bhubaneswar .The unsanitary conditions in your colony are
causing diseases for the residents. Write a complaint letter to the Municipal Commissioner to take
necessary actions regarding the same.

OR

1B | Trees are the lungs of the cities. You found that a large number of trees are being cut to widen the
state and National highways. Write a letter (100-120 words) to the editor of a local newspaper raising
your voice against the cutting of trees. You are Ranjita/Ranjan, B-34 New Township, Keonjhar,
Odisha.

2 Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below. 5

2A | The following data in the form of histogram shows that death due to violence has increased
considerably during recent years. Write its interpretation in 100 words on how educated youth can
play a major role in establishing peace in society.

8 1

7

OR
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2B Study the graph given below. The chart depicts the number of students of class tenth speaking
English and Hindi in three different types of schools in New Delhi. Based on the details given in the
bar-graph given below, write an analytical paragraph in100-120 words, Do not add any extra
information.

an 7
3s +7
=l

25 4
™ English

m Hindi

Govl Privale , K\'s

SECTION —C : LITERATURE 40

Attempt any one of two extracts given below.

1A | Butin the hearts of all who lived in that solitary house in the middle of the valley, there was a single
hope: help from God. Don’t be upset, even though this seems like a total loss. Remember, no one
dies of hunger.

Lencho was an ox of a man, working like an animal in the fields, but still he knew how to write.
The following Sunday, at daybreak, he began to write a letter which he himself would carry to town
and place in the mail. It was nothing less than a letter to God. (Letter to God)

I | Which hope is mentioned here?
a) the help from God

b)  help from his wife 1
c) Help from his friends

d) Help from his colleague.

ii | Who said, don’t be upset’?
a) Lencho

b) Post master i
¢) Post man

d) None of the above

iii | What loss had they suffered?
a) Loss of money
b) Loss of land 1
c) Lossof crop
d) None of the above

iv | Who does the phrase ‘ox like man’ mean?
a) Hard working man
b) Ox faced animal
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c) Care taker of an ox 1
d) As powerful as an ox

v | Lenchois ...,
a) Optimistic
b) Pessimistic 1
c) Both of these

d) Neither of the above

OR

1B Brilliant scientist though he was, Griffin was rather a lawless person. His landlord disliked him and

tried to eject him. In revenge Griffin set fire to the house. To get away without being seen he had to
remove his clothes. Thus it was that he became a homeless wanderer, without clothes, without
money, and quite invisible — until he happened to step in some mud, and left footprints as he
walked!

1 How is Griffin characterized here?
a) Scientist

b) landlord 1
c) alawless person
d) Shopkeeper

li Griffin discovered a medicine that could make his body.........
a) Large

b) Invisible 1
c) Strong

d) Transparent

iii What type of man was Griffin?
a) Brilliant scientist

b) Lawless person 1
C) Both AandB

d) None of the above

lv Griffin left his muddy foot prints on the steps of a house in the middle of.........
(a) London

(b) Paris 1
(c) Winter
(d) Iping

Vv Why was it a bad time to wander about in London without clothes?
a) It was a rainy season

b) It was bitterly cold 3
c) It was very hot

d) Due to the change of season

2 Attempt ANY ONE of the extracts given. 5

2A | “There is a languid, emerald seaq,
Where the sole inhabitant is me
A mermaid, drifting blissfully.” (Amanda)
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i. Give the word from the passage which means the same as ‘free flowing act of going with mentioned
force.’
a) Llanguid
b) Drifting 1
c) Emerald
d) Blissfully

ii. Why are the lines given in the brackets?
a) They are not really important
b) They were added after the poem had already been written 1
c) These reflect the inner thoughts of Amanda
d) These lines don’t carry any meaning

iii. | What is the role of mermaid here?

a) Mermaid is Amanda’s favourite fantasy character.
b) Amanda loves watching a mermaid drifting in water. 1
c) Amanda longs to be free like a mermaid which sails effortlessly in the sea.
d) Amanda wants to sail with a mermaid in the deep sea water.

iv. | Why does Amanda want to be the sole inhabitant in the sea?

a) She loves to be in water

b) She does not like the company of anyone 1
c) She loves to swim like a mermaid
d) She is fed up of the constant sagging of the elders.
V. Which of these is a synonym for ‘languid’?
a) Rapid 1
b) Relaxed
c) Sickly
d) Humid
OR
2B | "Belinda lived in a little white house,
With a little black kitten and a little grey mouse,
And a little yellow dog and a little red wagon,
And a realio, trulio, little pet dragon."
i What kind of poem is this?
(i) Ballad 1
(ii) Sonnet
(iii) Limerick
(iv) Haiku

ii. Which poetic device is used in the above stanza?
(i) Personification

(ii) Simile 1
(iii) Metaphor
(iv) Alliteration

iii. | What is the rhyme scheme of the stanza?
(i) abed
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(ii) abab 1
(iii) abcd
(iv) aabb

iv. | What do these lines tell us about Belinda?
(i} funny girl

(i) pet lover 1
(iii) lonely girl
(iv) wild girl

V. What is the use of words like realio and trulio in the poem?
(i) to confuse the reader

(i) to create wonderful rhyme 1
(iii) to mean differently
(iv) none of the above

Vi Answer ANY FOUR of the following in about 40-50 words each. 4x3=12
i Why was the Baker’s furnace essential in a traditional Goan village? (A Baker from Goa) 3
ii. Why did Valli find the elderly woman absolutely repulsive? (Madam Rides the Bus)
ili. | What did Buddha say about the mortals of the world? (The Sermon at Banaras) 3
iv. | Why did Custard cry for a nice safe cage? Why the dragon is called “cowardly dragon”?

(A Tale of Custard the Dragon ) 3
V. Why does the poet say, “l would not intrude on him”? Why doesn’t he offer him money to buy

another ball? (The Ball Poem ) 3
VIl | Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40-50 words each. 2x3=6
i How do you think Anil may have come to know about the theft? (The Thief’s Story) 3
ii. How did ‘The Travels of Monarch X’ prove a turning point in his life? {Making of Scientist) 3
iii. | Why was Ramlal worried about Bholi and not about his other children? (Bholi) 3
VIIl | Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 100-120 words each. 1x6=6
i. Describe the incidents of humour in the play, ‘The Proposal’? (The Proposal) 6

OR

ii. “The life of mortals in this world is troubled and brief and combined with pain” With this 6

statement of the Buddha, find out the moral values that Kisa Gotami learnt after the death of her

child. (The Sermon at Banaras)
IX Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 100-120 words each. 1x6=6
i ‘The Necklace’ reveals that vanity is evil. It may bring joy for a short period but ultimately it leads 6

to ruin. If you were placed in a situation similar to that of Matilda, what would have you done?
Write your views.

OR

ii. Tricki was more than a dog. He was more like a spoiled child of over indulgent mistress, Mrs. 6

Pumphrey. Comment.
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