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General Instructions:

1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING & GRAMMAR and LITERATURE.

2. Attempt all questions based on specific instructions for each part.

SECTION A- READING
Q1. Read the following passage carefully:

(1) Silk is a natural protein fibre, some forms of which can be woven into textiles. Silk has a long history in
India. It is known as Resham in eastern and northern India, and Pattu in the southern parts of India. India is the
second largest producer of silk in the world after China.
(2) Silk is renowned for its luxurious qualities with a natural soft and smooth texture that feels comfortable on
the skin. One of its unique qualities is to absorb and release moisture, regulating the body temperature, and
keeping the wearer cool and dry.
(3) Silk is one of the strongest natural fibres, but it loses up to 20% of its strength when wet. 1ts elasticity is
moderate to poor: if elongated even a small amount, it remains stretched. It can be weakened if exposed to too
much sunlight. It may also be attacked by insects, especially if left dirty.
(4) The process of silk production is known as sericulture. Silk is produced by several insects; but, generally,
only the silk of moth caterpillars has been used for textile manufacturing. To produce 1 kg of silk, 104 kg of
mulberry leaves must be eaten by 3000 silkworms.
(5) So what makes silk so costly ? Firstly, cultivation of silk is a labour-intensive work. Secondly, the silk fabric
is carefully derived from the larva of the silkworms which spin silk threads around themselves to make cocoons
from natural sources. This makes the production limited due to factors like — climate, availability of quality
mulberry leaves and time required by silkworms to complete their lifecycle. Thirdly, the intensive work can
only be carried out with specialized knowledge and expertise by skilled artisans and craftsmanship. Lastly,
superior quality silk fabrics are made from long and uniform silk fibres giving them a smooth and lustrous
appearance. Thus, production requires careful selection, adding to the cost.
In 2021, Karnataka was the highest producer of raw silk at 8483 metric tonnes followed by Andhra Pradesh at
5520 metric tonnes with Assam close behind at 5038 metric tonnes. At the other end of the spectrum there was
Chhattisgarh (248 metric tonnes), Nagaland (230 metric tonnes) and UP trailed behind at 179 metric tonnes.
Answer the following questions, based on the above passage: (4 marks)
(i) Silk is a popular fabric in India.

Support the above statement in 40 words with evidence from the text. 1
(ii) Select the option that is true for the assertion and reason given below. 1

Assertion : Silk feels comfortable to the skin.

Reason : It made of natural protein fibre.
(A) Both the assertion and the reason are true, and the reason is the correct explanation of the assertion.

(B) Both the assertion and the reason are true, but the reason is not the correct explanation of the assertion.



(C) The assertion is true, but the reason is false.
(D) The assertion is false, but the reason is true.
(iii) Justify the following statement : it
Though one of the strongest natural fibres, silk remains stretched.
(iv) “To produce 1 kg of silk, 104 kg of mulberry leaves must be eaten by 3000 silkworms.” 1
State any one inference that can be drawn from the above statement.
SECTION B - WRITING AND GRAMMAR
Q2. Answer any one in 100 - 120 words: (5 marks)
You are Richa Ramya/Romil Kamil, residing at 4345, Nector Apartments, Short Street. You have noticed loose
electric wires hanging out of poles. As a concerned resident, you feel worried about the potential hazards these
exposed wires pose, especially to children who frequent the garden. Write a letter to the President of the RWA
of your society, in about 120 words, requesting an urgent intervention to address this issue.
OR
As Karma Sood/Kalyan Sood, a responsible citizen and resident of 41B, Global Village, Jaknet Nagar, you have
noticed that there are no proper pavements to walk on the sides of all the main roads in your city, which puts
the lives of pedestrians at danger. It also causes air pollution when high speed vehicles run through the muddy
path. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily in about 120 words to highlight the issue, and bring the
attention of concerned authorities to take prompt action.
Q3. Read the conversation below and complete the passage that follows : (3 marks)
Rahul : It is difficult to fight against peer pressure. Youth easily gets influenced by the lifestyle of its peers.
Radhika : Peer pressure has its benefits as well. Our peers also motivate and inspire us to do better and work
hard.

Rahul said a) as, b) . Radhika replied that peer pressure

had its benefits as well it c)

SECTION C- LITERATURE
Q4.Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: (1x2 = 2 marks)
He stalks in his vivid stripes
The few steps of his cage,
On pads of velvet quiet,
In his quiet rage
(i) Explain the contrast created by the words, ‘stalks’ and ‘few steps of his cage’.
(i) Which of the following best describe the tiger’s feelings in the context?
a) anger b) conflicted c)pessimism d) apprehension
Q5. Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40- 50 words each: (3x2 = 6 marks)
I.  Why, according to Mandela, was it important to learn to hate?
II. How do Anil’s initial reaction to Hari Singh’s cooking and his subsequent actions reflect Anil’s evolving
relationship with Hari Singh?
11I. In what ways does the contrast between the tiger's natural habitat and its confinement in a concrete cell

enhance the poem’s exploration of captivity and its consequences for wild animals?
2



