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General instructions :

1. The Question Paper contains three sections - READING, WRITING & GRAMMAR AND
LITERATURE.

2. Attempt all questions.

Section-A Reading (4 marks)
Q1. Read the passage carefully. (1x4=4 marks)

Many years ago, when the art of stunting plants was quite unheard of except in remote
areas of India, Buddhist monks in isolated monasteries in Tibet stunted trees like the oak,
orange tree, peepal tree etc, watching with excitement the tree still flowering and bearing
fruit regardless of this ‘deformity’. Since the tree looked so artistically beautiful, the art
was learnt by some Chinese monks who taught ‘Bonsai’ making an art that became most
sought after in China. Every garden among plant lovers had at least half a dozen ‘Bonsais’.
China and India claimed rights to the art till Japan followed, enamoured by its beauty.
Today Japan leads in Bonsai making of plants and has derived new methodologies to make
the plants look aesthetic and artistic. The most beautiful is the Cherry blossom, that is
breathtakingly attractive. The bonsai remains fully grown for even more than ten years,
although it needs constant pruning, watering, shaping, and the correct environment. The
trees can be planted in colourful containers of your choice.

Innumerable schools have mushroomed in which the art is taught and cultivated. Best
known among them is the Indian Bonsai Association. India has great demand for Bonsai
in hotels, homes, garden houses, farm houses, restaurants, guest houses, invariably
lobbies, dining halls and drawing rooms with these exotic plants. It is aptly said that ‘a
thing of beauty is joy for ever’. Indeed, the Bonsai lasts in one’s imagination long after the
plant has lived its life span. Bonsai gardens use methods including wiring branches,
extreme pruning of roots and branches, root binding, grafting and custom soil and cinder
mixtures. But perhaps the most important element of all is patience.

Based on your reading of the passage, answer the following questions.
1. What makes Japan lead in Bonsai making of Plants?
2. Who first began to stunt trees and plants?

i) Chinese monks

ii) Buddhist monks
iii) Tibetans

iv) Japanese persons



3. Find the word which means ‘to have a liking or admiration for’ in the passage.

(i) Aesthetic

(i) Exotic

(iii) Enamoured
(iv) Stunting

4. Which of these Bonsai is breathtakingly attractive?

i) Cherry blossom
ii) Peepal tree

iii) Orange tree
iv) None of these

SECTION-B (WRITING and GRAMMAR) (8 marks)

Q2. Write an application to the Principal of your school asking him/her to arrange an

excursion tour for your class. (100-120 words).

OR

(5 marks)

Write an application to the Principal of your school requesting him/her to appoint more
number of workers for cleaning lavatories as nowadays it remains dirty. (100-120 words)

Q3. Choose the correct answers.

1. He g tHeoian oo is very honest.
a) who

b) he

c) him

d) None of the above

2. This beautiful house is .........
a) you '

b) him

c) mine

d) your

3.These are good apples. (Sentence I)
The apples in these boxes are good; (Sentence II)
‘These’ acts as a demonstrative pronoun in .............

i) Sentence I
ii) Sentence II
iii) Sentences I and II
iv) None of the above
SECTION-C LITERATURE (8 marks)

Q4. Read the extract and answer the questions.
When the jet rose six miles high,

it was clear the earth was round

and that it had more sea than land.

But it was difficult to understand

that the men on the earth found

(1x3=3 marks)

(1x2=2 marks)



causes to hate each other, to build

walls across cities and to kill.

From that height it was not clear why

1. What did the jet reveal about the earth’s surface?

i) The jet revealed that the earth had more sea than land.
ii) The jet revealed that the earth was round.

iii) Both (i) and (ii)

iv) None of the above

2. What was not clear from the height of six miles?

i) why people on earth had reasons to hate each other
ii) to build walls across cities

iii) reasons to kill each other
iv) all of the above

Q5.Answer ANY TWO of the following questions in 30 - 40 words each. (3x2=6 marks)

a) Why did Tilly behave hysterically when she was at the beach with her family?

b) What made Velu run away from his home and come to Chennai?

c) Mention two theories given in the lesson Tsunami’ for less death of animals and
which one is more believable?



