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O. P. JINDAL SCHOOL, SAVITRI NAGAR
Periodic Test — I (Round - IT) 2024 - 2025

Class: XII MM: 20
Subject: English Core (301) Time: 01 Hour

General Instructions:
1.The Question Paper contains THREE sections — (A) READING (B) WRITING and (C) LITERATURE.

2.Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. Write the correct Question Number in your
answer sheet to indicate the option(s) being attempted.

(A)READING

Q. 1 - Read the following passage carefully:

Lila sat on the rocky beach, watching the waves crash against the shore. She had been shipwrecked on this alien
planet for three days, with no sign of rescue. Her ship, The Voyager, was a crumpled heap on the sand, and her
only companion was a small, talking crab named Crusty.

"Cheer up, Lila," said Crusty, scuttling up to her. "I've seen worse situations."”

Lila sighed. "I just can't believe this is happening. One minute, we were exploring the galaxy, and the next,
we're stranded here."

Crusty clicked his claws. "Life's unpredictable, kid. You just have to roll with it."

Just then, Lila noticed a strange, glowing orb floating towards them. It hovered in the air, pulsing with an eerie
light.

"What is that?" she asked, standing up.
Crusty squinted at the orb. "I think it's a messenger. Go on, touch it."

Lila reached out and touched the orb. Instantly, a holographic image appeared. It was a tall, alien figure with
blue skin and glowing eyes.

"Greetings, survivor," said the figure. "I am Zephyr, the guardian of this planet. I regret to inform you that you
cannot leave."

Lila's heart sank. "What do you mean we can't leave?"
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Zephyr's image flickered. "This planet is a sanctuary for endangered species from across the universe. Your
ship's crash has disrupted the balance. You must stay until the balance is restored."

Crusty clicked his claws again. "Well, that's just great."
Lila sat back down, feeling defeated. "How long will that take?"

Zephyr's image began to fade. "It could be days, weeks, or even years. But do not lose hope. Help will come."
As the hologram disappeared, Lila looked at Crusty. "What are we going to do now?"
Crusty patted her foot with a claw. "We survive, Lila. That's what we do."

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions: (1x5 = 5 marks)

I.What is the significance of the glowing orb in the passage?

(a) It is a source of power. (b) It is a messenger.
(c) It is a weapon. (d) It is a guide.

II. How does Crusty try to cheer up Lila? Answer in short.

IIL. Select the option that is similar in meaning to Crusty’s expression, “Life's unpredictable, kid. You just have
to roll with it.”

(a) Life is simple, right? (b) Life is full of surprises, so you need to adapt.

(c) Life is difficult, isn’t it? (d) Life is boring, don't you agree?

IV. Why the name "Zephyr" is considered fitting for the alien figure?

V. In the line, "Your ship's crash has disrupted the balance," what does the word "disrupted" suggest?

(B) CREATIVE WRITING

Q. 2 - Attempt ANY ONE of two, in about 50 words. (4 marks)

[A] As Principal, ABC Public School, write a notice informing the students that with effect from the 16" of
August, the school shall start at 9 a.m. instead of 8 a.m. Give reasons for the change.

OR
[BJAs the Cultural Secretary of Hansraj College, New Delhi, you are organizing a Cultural Fest on 10th
September 2024. Draft an invitation card to be sent to the students and staff members. Include details such as
date, time, venue, and highlights of the event.

(C)LITERATURE

Q. 3 —Read the following passage carefully:
For once on the face of the Earth
let’s not speak in any language,
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let’s stop for one second,

and not move our arms so mich.

It would be an exotic moment J
without rush, without engines,

we would all be together

in a sudden strangeness

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions: (1x3 = 3 marks)
i) The poet uses the word “let’s” to

(a) initiate a conversation between the poet and the readers.

(b) invite readers as part of the poem’s larger call to humanity.

(c) welcome readers into the world of the poem and its subject.

(d) address readers as fellow members of the human race.

i1) Margaret Atwood said, “Language divides us into fragments, I wanted to be whole.”

Choose the option that correctly comments on the relationship between Margaret Atwood’s words and the line
from the above extract — “let’s not speak in any language”

(a) Atwood endorses Neruda’s call to not speak in any language.

(b) Atwood justifies Neruda’s request to not engage in any speaking.

(¢) Atwood undermines Neruda’s intent to stop and not speak in any language.

(d) Atwood surrenders to Neruda’s desire for silence and not speak in any language.

iii) Why do you think the poet employs words like “exotic” and “strangeness’?

(a) To highlight the importance of everyone being together suddenly for once.

(b) To emphasize the frenetic activity and chaos that usually envelops human life.

(c) To indicate the unfamiliarity of a sudden moment without rush or without engine.
(d) To direct us towards keeping quiet and how we would all be together in that silence.

Q. 4 - Answer the following questions in about 40-50 words each: (2x4 = 8§ marks)
(1) ‘In spite of despair and disease pervading the lives of the slum children, they are not devoid of hope’. How
far do you agree? (Lost Spring)

(i1) ‘Lost Spring’ explains the grinding poverty and traditions that condemn thousands of people to a life of
abject poverty. Do you agree? Why/Why not? (Lost Spring)

(iii) What is the author’s indirect comment on subjecting innocent animals to the willfulness of human beings?
(The Tiger King)

(iv) Can you relate instances of game-hunting among the rich and the powerful in the present times that
illustrate the callousness of human beings towards wildlife? (The Tiger King)

e sie skt s s s sl e s s skl ok R ookl ook

12/ WT 2/ Page 3 0f3



